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AUSTRALIAN SCIENTIST NAMED DIRECTOR OF WOOD CHEMISTRY LAB
AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MISSOULA—
Geoff (JEFF) Richards, whose research interests have particular relevance
to the state and region, has taken up his duties as director of the University
of Montana Wood Chemistry Laboratory.

He replaces Fred Shafizadeh, who died

Oct. 1, 1983.
From 1965 until coming to UM in May, Richards was Nevitt Professor of
Chemistry and head of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at James
Cook University of North Queensland in Australia.
The internationally recognized specialist in carbohydrate research has
been associated with diverse projects for government and industry as well as
universities, giving him a breadth of experience rarely found in one person,
according to Howard E. Reinhardt, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.
"We are fortunate in having been able to hire a scientist of Professor
Richards' world reputation and unusually broad background," Reinhardt said.
"The laboratory became an outstanding facility under Professor Shafizadeh, and
we took great pains and considerable time to find a worthy successor to its
first director."
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Richards to direct UM wood chemistry lab— add one

The lab is a center for fundamental studies of plant materials,
especially wood and forestry products.

The basic research done there also has

potential for such practical application as the conversion of waste plant
products like sawdust to high-value products.
Richards said he will maintain the same type of research that Shafizadeh
established, "likely including some studies on combustion of wood and possibly
including work relevant to air pollution from domestic wood burning.
"In addition, I plan to exploit some of my recent Australian work on
mangroves (a genus of tropical trees or shrubs), using the same kind of
chemistry on bark, which is an important forestry waste product.

This type of

work may become the major interest of the laboratory within a year or two.

It

will be aimed at producing high-value products from waste bark."
Richards said he has always been interested in carbohydrate chemistry,
but applications of his research have spanned diverse fields— "from termites to
tobacco, coral to cows."

He has also been involved extensively with the sugar

and food industries.
Richards is a former member of the editorial advisory board of
"Carbohydrates Research" journal and the author of some 200 scientific
publications.

He was executive secretary of the International Carbohydrate

Organization from 1978 to 1983.

He is a Fellow of the Royal Chemical Society,

London, and of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute.
(more)
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Richards to direct UM wood chemistry lab— add two

He holds a first-class honors degree in chemistry, a Ph.D. and a
D.Sc. from the University of Birmingham in England.

He and Shafizadeh knew

each other as doctoral candidates at Birmingham, and between 1978 and 1981,
Richards spent short study leaves at UM working with Shafizadeh on research
sponsored by the National Science Foundation.
He and his wife, Beryl, have three children and eight grandchildren in
Australia.
Richards was selected by R. Keith Osterheld, chairman of the chemistry
department, after a three-member faculty committee reviewed applications and
nominations from throughout the world.
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